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interest to use as little oil as will satisfy the top-
maker.
In most transactions, therefore, there are three con-
tending interests in regard to condition (as the applica-
tion of oil and water is called). The spinner (or buyer)
of the top wants as little water as possible and just as
much oil instead of it, as will make the top spin in the
best possible way. It is to the interest of the topmaker
(or seller) to have as much both of oil and water as the
top will carry, because both reduce the cost of the top.
The comber is anxious to put on as much water as the
spinner will take, and reduce the quantity of oil as far
as the maker will allow, in order that he may be paid
for as much weight as possible, and expend no more
than is absolutely necessary on the cost of production.
It was a considerable time after the introduction of
commission combing before it was possible to fix a
standard of condition which would meet the wishes of
these three opposite interests, for it is found that
different classes of wool require oil in such different
quantities, to put them into the best possible condition
for working, that any one standard for oil would have
been arbitrary and injurious.
The first conditioning-house established in Bradford
adopted 6 drams to the pound as the limit of oil for
all classes; but for various reasons this had to be
abandoned as too hard and fast, and though the amount
usually applied now is very near to this'figure, some-
times more and sometimes less is used according to
agreement or necessity. This makes it desirable that
when purchasing any lot of tops the buyer should know
how much oil they are supposed to contain; with a
stipulation that, if the conditioning-house shows that
the amount is exceeded, the seller must concede the
equivalent in money.
The fixing of a standard for moisture was quite a